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in an automobile. But as Professor Willey points out, "Culture is
dynamic"; the "culture complexes clustering in any one area are
constantly shifting, new traits and complexes are being added, and
inner changes are taking place" (ibid., p. 557). The pattern itself is
in consequence dynamic. Rather, the old pattern changes, yielding
place to a new.

The concept that each culture has a pattern and that new traits
must fit into the old pattern accounts for the doubts regarding the
fitness of non-Western civilizations for westernization, and the
consequences of such acculturation. That new culture complexes
should fit into the prevailing pattern or they will be resisted and
rejected is "an important concept to bear in mind," says Professor
Willey, "while studying civilizations. It enables one, for example,
to understand the difficulties with which the so-called inferior races
adjust themselves to the White culture that is engulfing them. One
often hears it said with regard to the Indian, the Negro and the other
primitive groups that they are slow to appreciate the advantages of
the White man's civilization, and their failure to adopt it is cited as
evidence of their non-adaptability and inferiority. ... But such an
attitude naively overlooks the very point we have been stressing.
Many of the traits and complexes from White civilization with which
the more primitive groups come in contact in no way fit into their
own pattern of civilization. Hence they do not take over. People
reject traits they do not understand or which do not fit into their
scheme of things. We reject the Russian agitator's economic ideas.
The Indian rejects our theory of law and morals. The principle is
identical. The complexes do not fit the pattern, and consequently
are resisted" (ibid., p. 536).

The story of any civilization is, on the whole, one of accumu-
lation of new culture traits and complexes, the widening of its
"culture base." If a new trait had to conform to the prevailing
pattern, that culture would be almost static and stagnant To take
the examples given by Professor Willey, it may be asked -whether
the Indian-corn complex was in conformity with the then prevailing
pattern of the Europeans who took it over to Europe ? Was Chris-
tianity in conformity with the dien prevailing pattern when it sp&ead